Absence of correlation between interleukin 6 and C-reactive protein blood levels in systemic lupus erythematosus compared with rheumatoid arthritis.
To investigate if the low C-reactive protein (CRP) response frequently observed in systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) is related to an impaired expression of interleukin 6 (IL-6), considered its main inducer, we studied serum IL-6 and CRP levels in 37 patients with SLE and 22 with rheumatoid arthritis (RA). Results show that in contrast to CRP, IL-6 levels are significantly higher in SLE than in RA. A linear regression analysis shows a positive correlation between levels of these 2 molecules in RA but not in SLE. Similarly, levels of fibrinogen, another acute phase protein mainly induced by IL-6, did not correlate with IL-6 in SLE. Our results suggest an impairment of part of the acute phase response to IL-6 that might play a role in the pathogenesis of SLE.